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Preface

The information in this booklet was compiled by His Divine Grace Srila
Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja, a swan-like personality, whose only aim
in life was to inculcate and spread the teachings of Sriman Mahaprabhu
to everyone. After many of his Godbrothers fell from their positions
as sannyasis and gurus, Srila Gour Govinda Maharaja presented this
paper to the GBC members (of ISKCON) in 1989 for the sole purpose
of establishing the absolute conception of (sad-) guru and to console
Srila Prabhupada’s grand-disciples so that they would not lose faith in
devotional service and Krsna consciousness.

This same information was printed in Australia as a booklet in late 1990
and presented to His Divine Grace in India in early 1991 prior to the
opening of the Sri Sri Krsna Balarama Temple in Bhubaneswar, Odisha.
From there the booklet was widely distributed, as many devotees were
at the time confused and experiencing difficulty in their spiritual lives
after being abandoned by those whom they considered their gurus and
well-wishers.

In the Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila 5.131, it is stated, ydha
bhagavata pada vaisnavera sthane, if you want to understand Srimad-
Bhagavatam you must approach a self-realised Vaisnava and hear from
him submissively. Self-realised Vaisnavas, or bhakta-bhagavatas, are rare
agents of the Lord’s mercy in this world. Such bhakta-bhagavatas are
pure devotees who are absorbed in bhakti-rasa, the mellows of loving
devotion and are themselves the epitome of humility.

This booklet, wherein His Divine Grace expertly explains the absolute
necessity of accepting a bona fide spiritual master (sad-guru), is being
reprinted and made freely available with the specific intent of assisting
and encouraging those sincere devotees searching for sad-guru as well as
those whose gurus may have fallen from grace.

We have taken the liberty of adding two appendices, which were taken
from darsanas with Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja. We hope that
all who read this booklet will greatly benefit from it by the mercy of Sri
Guru and Gauranga.

Your lowly servants,
The Publishers
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The Absolute Necessity
for Accepting
a Bona Fide Spiritual Master

In the Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, it is said:

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

“According to their karma, all living entities are wandering throughout
the entire universe. Some of them are being elevated to the upper planetary
systems, and some are going down into the lower planetary systems. Out
of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate
gets an opportunity to associate with a bona fide spiritual master by the
grace of Krsna. By the mercy of both Krsna and the spiritual master,
such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service.” (S
Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya-lila 19.151)

By taking shelter at the lotus feet of a spiritual master, an otherwise
tiny insignificant living entity can be freed from all kinds of danger.
Therefore, the eternal well-wishers of all living entities advise us to take
shelter of such a spiritual master. In the Skanda Purana it is said:

‘gu’ $abda ‘sty andhakarasya
‘ru’ sabdas tan nirodhakah
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andhakara-nirodhatvad
guru ity abhidhiyate

The word ‘gu’ means darkness and the word ‘ru’means that which dispels
the darkness. Forgetting their own identities, since time immemorial,
the living entities are wandering in the darkness of the illusory energy,
mayd. Thus being effected by illusory attachment based on ignorance,
they accept temporary, unreal, material things as theirs and with false
feelings of ‘T’ and ‘mine’ consider themselves to be the possessor of those:
janasya moho ‘yam aharn mameti (Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.5.8)

Out of deep illusion the living entity thus develops the idea and feelings
of T and ‘mine’. This is called moha or delusion. To remove these illusory
attachments which grow out of ignorance, one must take shelter at the
lotus feet of Srila Gurudeva, whereby fear of illusion will be removed
forever. By taking shelter at the lotus feet of a bona fide spiritual master,
the jiva successfully revives his otherwise lost pure knowledge. Thus
he can engage himself in the service of his worshipable Supreme Lord,
Krsna, who is the only object to be served eternally. If one renders loving
devotional service under the benevolent guidance of a bona fide spiritual
master, he will succeed in attaining supreme transcendental pleasure and
bliss. Therefore it is absolutely essential to take shelter at the lotus feet of
a bona fide spiritual master. In the Caitanya-caritamrta it is said:

sarva-desa-kala-dasaya janera kartavya
guru-pase sei bhakti prastavya, srotavya

“It is therefore the duty of every man—in every country, in every
circumstance and at all times—to approach a bona fide spiritual master,
question him about devotional service and listen to him explain the
process.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 25.122)

In the Mundaka Upanisad it is said:

tad-vijnanartham sa gurum evabhigacchet
samit-panih Srotriyam brahma-nistham



“To learn transcendental subject matter, one must approach the spiritual
master. In doing so, one should carry fuel to burn in sacrifice. The
symptom of such a spiritual master is that he is expert in understanding
the Vedic conclusion, and therefore he constantly engages in the service
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” (Mundaka Upanisad 1.2.12,
quoted Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.28.65)

In this way many $astric injunctions can be cited about why one should
accept a bona fide spiritual master. However instead of going into the de-
tail, I am seeking the kind permission of the assembled devotees and my
dear Godbrothers and Godsisters to present a brief introductory back-
ground to the necessity of accepting a bona fide spiritual master [sad-
guru].

Qualities of a True Spiritual Master

Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has given a very simple definition of
guru:

kiba vipra, kiba nyasi, sudra kene naya
yei krsna-tattva-vetta, sei ‘guru’ haya

“Whether one is a brahmana, a sannyasi or a Siudra—regardless of
what he is—he can become a spiritual master if he knows the science of
Krsna.” (Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 8.128)

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is stated:

tasmad gurum prapadyeta
jijnasuh Sreya uttamam

sabde pare ca nisnatam
brahmany upasamasrayam

“Therefore any person who seriously desires real happiness must seek
a bona fide spiritual master and take shelter of him by initiation. The
qualification of the bona fide guru is that he has realised the conclusions
of the scriptures by deliberation and is able to convince others of these
conclusions. Such great personalities, who have taken shelter of the
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Supreme Godhead, leaving aside all material considerations, should
be understood to be bona fide spiritual masters.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam
11.3.21)

One cannot become a guru based on his mundane scholarship. In this
context Srimad-Bhagavatam states:

sabda-brahmani nisnato
na nisnayat pare yadi
sramas tasya srama-phalo
hy adhenum iva raksatah

“If through meticulous study one becomes expert in reading Vedic
literature but makes no endeavour to fix one’s mind on the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, then one’s endeavour is certainly like that of one
who works very hard taking care of a cow that gives no milk. In other
words, the fruit of one’s laborious study of Vedic knowledge will simply
be the labour itself. There will be no other tangible result.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 11.11.18)

Srila Riipa Gosvami has stated in his Sri Upadesamrta:

vaco vegam manasah krodha-vegarm
jihva-vegam udaropastha-vegam

etan vegan yo visaheta dhirah
sarvam apimar prthivim sa Sisyat

“A sober person who can tolerate the urge to speak, the mind’s demands,
the actions of anger and the urges of the tongue, belly and genitals is
qualified to make disciples all over the world”. (Sri Upadesamrta verse 1)

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has stated, upasamasrayam krodha-
lobhady-avasi-bhiitam: a bona fide spiritual master cannot be under the
control of ordinary anger, greed and lust.

A spiritual master strictly follows the principles of disciplic succession
and of the scriptures. The knowledge received from guru descends from
the Lord Himself through disciplic succession.

In this regard our revered spiritual master Srila Prabhupada has
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said, “The transcendental knowledge of the Vedas was first uttered by
God to Brahma, the creator of this particular universe. From Brahma
the knowledge descended to Narada, from Narada to Vyasadeva, from
Vyasadeva to Madhva, and in this process of disciplic succession the
transcendental knowledge was transmitted by one disciple to another
until it reached Lord Gauranga, Sri Krsna Caitanya, who posed as the
disciple and successor of Sri Isvara Purl. The present Acaryadeva is
the tenth disciplic representative from Sri Raipa Gosvami, the original
representative of Lord Caitanya who preached this transcendental
tradition in its fullness. The knowledge that we receive from our Gurudeva
is not different from that imparted by God Himself and the succession
of the acaryas in the preceptorial line of Brahma.” (The Science of Self
Realisation)

If one follows the system of disciplic succession one can become the
guru for the whole world. In this age of Kali there are four bona fide
sampradayas i.e. Sri, Brahma, Rudra and Sanaka:

Sri-sampradaya - Sri Ramanujacarya
Rudra-sampradaya - Sri Visnu Svami
Brahma-sampradaya - Sri Madhvacarya
Sanaka-sampradaya - Sri Nimbarkacarya

Sriman Mahaprabhu accepted a guru from the Brahma-Madhva-
Sampradaya i.e. He accepted Sri I$vara Puri as His guru. From that time,
the title Gaudiya has been added to that sampradaya which became the
Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-sampradaya. Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
came in the 15th century. Prior to that the four acaryas had come, namely
Visnu Svami, Nimbarkacarya, Ramanujacarya, and Madhvacarya.

There are some subtle differences in the philosophies of these four
acaryas regarding dvaita and advaita-vada. The philosophies of Visnu
Svami, Nimbarkacarya and Ramanujacarya explain Suddhadvaita [pu-
rified monism]; dvaitadvaita [monism and dualism]; and visistadvaita
[specific monism] respectively, whereas the philosophy of Madhvacarya
stresses Suddha-dvaita-vada [purified dualism]. Integrating the philoso-
phies of these four dcaryas, Sriman Mahaprabhu, took the essence of
these four philosophies and introduced acintya-bhedabheda-tattva. Thus
the disciplic succession beginning from Gauranga Mahaprabhu is con-



sidered the only bona fide pure Vaisnava parampara in Kali-yuga. There-
fore, the bona fide spiritual master should come in the disciplic succes-
sion that begins from Sriman Mahaprabhu. In other words, he should be
a gaura-priya-jana, a beloved devotee of Sriman Gauranga Mahaprabhu.

Definition of an Acarya

The Vayu Purana gives the following definition of an acarya,

acinoti yah sastrartham
dacare sthapayaty api

svayam dacarate yasmad
acaryas tena kirtitah

“The acarya is one who knows the import of all the Vedic literatures,
abides by their rules and regulations, and teaches his disciples to act in
the same way.”

To be accepted as an acarya one must understand Vedanta-siitra.
As stated by our beloved Gurudeva Srila Prabhupada, “To sit on the
vyasasana one must be conversant with all systems of philosophy.”

Besides Vyasadeva, there are other sages who are the founders of the six
Vedic philosophical systems, namely Gautama, Kanada, Kapila, Patanjali,
Jaimini and Astavakra. Theism is explained completely in the Vedanta-
stitra, whereas in these other systems, practically no mention is given to
the ultimate cause of all causes. One who sits on the vyasasana must be
conversant in all these philosophies so that he can establish the theistic
conclusion of Srimad-Bhagavatam over other schools of thought. The
spiritual master must be a pure devotee of Lord Krsna, Suddha-bhakte
laibena guru-ripe bare.

The spiritual master’s qualification is that he is brahma-nistham, he has
given up all other activities and has dedicated his life to working only
for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna. The spiritual master
must be a pure devotee, maha-bhagavata and uttama-adhikari. Srila
Prabhupada has said, “One cannot become a spiritual master unless he is
a pure devotee of the Lord.” Such a person is a true guru. In the Padma
Purana it is said:



sat-karma-nipuno vipro
mantra-tantra-visaradah

avaisnavo gurur na syad
vaisnavah $va-paco guru

“Even if a brahmana is very learned in the Vedic Scriptures and knows
the six occupational duties of a brahmana, he cannot become guru unless
he is a devotee of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. However, if one
is born in the family of dog-eaters but is a pure devotee of the Lord, he
can become a spiritual master.” (Padma Purana)

Srila Prabhupada writes in this regard, “The conclusion is that one
cannot become a spiritual master unless he is a pure devotee of the Lord.
One should therefore take shelter of such a bona fide spiritual master.
Success in life means accepting a spiritual master who knows Krsna as
the only supreme beloved personality.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.29.51
purport)

The spiritual master must teach by example. One whose actions in life
do not correspond with Sastra-tattva cannot be accepted as an acarya. In
the Brahma-vaivarta Purana it is stated:

apariksyopadistam yat
loka-nasanam tad bhavet

Without first putting into practice the principles of sadhana-bhakti in
one’s own life, one should not advise others as it will only create chaos
in the society.

Srila Prabhupada has stated, “Only an uttama-adhikari can become the
spiritual master. It is better for a disciple to accept an uttama-adhikari
than a kanistha-adhikari or madhyama-adhikari as a spiritual master.”

“... One should not become a spiritual master unless he has attained
the platform of uttama-adhikari. A neophyte Vaisnava or a Vaisnava
situated on the intermediate platform can also accept disciples, but such
disciples must be on the same platform, and it should be understood that
they cannot advance very well toward the ultimate goal of life under his



insufficient guidance. Therefore a disciple should be careful to accept an
uttama-adhikari as a spiritual master ...” (Sr1 Upadesamrta 5 purport)

Symptoms of the Uttama-Adhikari

In Caitanya-caritamrta it is stated,

sastra-yuktye sunipuna, drdha-sraddha yanra
‘uttama-adhikari’ sei taraye samsara

“One who is well conversant and an expert in $dstric presentation of
facts and analysis, having unflinching faith in $astric injunctions, is to
be considered as an uttama-adhikari, who can deliver the world”. (Sr1
Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya-lila 22.65)

$ri-havir uvaca
sarva-bhitesu yah pasyed
bhagavad-bhavam atmanah
bhitani bhagavaty atmany
esa bhagavatottamah

“Sr1 Havir said: The most advanced devotee sees within everything
the soul of all souls, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna.
Consequently he sees systematically everything in relation to the
Supreme Lord and understands that everything that exists is eternally
situated within the Lord.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.2.45)

sthavara-jangama dekhe, na dekhe tara murti
sarvatra haya nija ista-deva-sphurti

“The maha-bhagavata, the advanced devotee, certainly sees everything
mobile and immobile, but he does not exactly see their forms. Rather,
everywhere he immediately sees manifest the form of the Supreme Lord.”
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya-lila 8.274)

Also in the Srimad-Bhagavatam it is written:



visrjati hrdayam na yasya saksad

dharir avasabhihito ‘py aghaugha-nasah
pranaya-rasanaya dhrtanghri-padmah

sa bhavati bhagavata-pradhana uktah

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead is so kind to the conditioned
souls that if they call upon Him by speaking His holy name, even
unintentionally or unwillingly, the Lord is inclined to destroy
innumerable sinful reactions in their hearts. Therefore, when a devotee
who has taken shelter of the Lord’s lotus feet chants the holy name of
Krsna with genuine love, the Supreme Personality of Godhead can never
give up the heart of such a devotee. One who has thus captured the
Supreme Lord within his heart is to be known as bhagavata-pradhana,
the most exalted devotee of the Lord.” (Srimad—Bhagavatam 11.2.55)

Regarding the symptoms of the uttama-adhikari, our revered spiritual
master Srila Prabhupada has written in his commentary on Srila Rupa
Goswami’s Sri Upadesamrta (Nectar of Instruction):

“ ... The uttama-adhikari, or highest devotee, is one who is very
advanced in devotional service. An uttama-adhikari is not interested in
blaspheming others. His heart is completely clean as he has attained the
realised state of unalloyed Krsna consciousness. According to Srila Rpa
Gosvami, the association and service of such a maha-bhagavata, or perfect
Vaisnava, are most desirable ... (Sr1 Upadesamrta verse 5, purport)

“... Out of many such Vaisnavas, one may be found to be very seriously
engaged in the service of the Lord and strictly following all the regulative
principles, chanting the prescribed number of rounds on japa beads and
always thinking of how to expand the Krsna consciousness movement.
Such a Vaisnava should be accepted as an uttama-adhikari, a highly
advanced devotee, and his association should always be sought ....” (Sri
Upadesamrta verse 5, purport)

“When a person realises himself to be krsna-dasa, an eternal servitor
of Krsna, he loses interest in everything but Krsna’s service. Always
thinking of Krsna, devising means by which to spread the holy name
of Krsna, he understands that his only business is in spreading the



Krsna consciousness movement all over the world. Such a person is
to be recognised as an uttama-adhikari, and his association should be
immediately accepted according to the six processes (dadati pratigrhnati,
etc.). Indeed, the advanced uttama-adhikari Vaisnava devotee should be
accepted as a spiritual master.” (Sr1 Upadesamrta verse 5, purport.)

“Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has given some practical hints to the
effect that an uttama-adhikari Vaisnava can be recognised by his ability
to convert many fallen souls to Vaisnavism.” (Sr1 Upadesamrta verse 5,
purport.)

All Vaisnava acaryas and Sastra have said that both Siksa-guru and
diksa-guru are required. One who teaches how to serve Hari is the Siksa-
guru. The spiritual master who initiates according to the regulations of
sastra is called the diksa-guru.

The spiritual master who gives instructions to elevate one in their
spiritual life is the Siksa-guru. Both the Siksa-guru and diksa-guru are
equal in status. If one thinks either of them as superior or inferior he
commits an offence. The initiating spiritual master, i.e. diksa-guru, is
a personal manifestation of Srila Madana-Mohana vigraha and the
instructing spiritual master, Siksa-guru, is a personal representative of
Srila Govindadeva vigraha.

Srila Prabhupada writes in this respect, “Sri Govindaji acts exactly like
the siksa-guru by teaching Bhagavad-gita to Arjuna. He is the original
preceptor, for he gives instructions and an opportunity to serve Him.
The initiating spiritual master or diksa-guru is a personal manifestation
of Sri Madana-Mohana vigraha. Both of these deities are worshipped
in Vrndavana. Diksa-guru gives the first requisite sambandha-jiiana the
other name of which is divya-jiiana or diksa.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,
Adi-lila 1.47, purport)

In the Hari-bhakti-vilasa it is stated:
divyam jaanam yato dadyat
kuryat papasya sanksayam

tasmat dikseti sa prokta
desikais tattva-kovidaih
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“Diksa is the process by which one can awaken his transcendental
knowledge and vanquish all reactions to sinful activities performed in
the past. A person who is expert in the study of the revealed scriptures
knows this process as diksa.” (Hari-bhakti-vilasa 2.9, quoted from Visnu-
yamala)

Since it gives divya-jiiana or sambandha-jiiana and roots out all the
sins and their seeds, therefore, the spiritually advanced, wise and learned
saints name this institutional initiation as diksa. Diksa is not merely
the instruction to recite a sacred mantra, rather it is the process which
enables the disciple to develop sambandha-jiana.

A person may read hundreds of scriptures by himself but if he does not
do hari-bhajan he will never obtain the ultimate goal of the scriptures,
which is love of God. The wisdom that results out of the recitation of the
holy mantras helps the disciple to properly understand the inner meanings
and purports of the Sastra. Thus siksa and diksa are complimentary in
spiritual life and both are equally important.

Previously it has been stated that the diksa-guru is the personal
representation of Srila Madana-mohana. In other words, he is the one
who enables the disciples to establish their relationship with the lotus
feet of Srila Madana-mohana, because they have forgotten their own
real identities, their constitutional position and the Supreme Lord, the
conditioned souls are unable to move in the holy dhama of Vrndavana.
The diksa-guru, out of his causeless mercy, fixes the feet of those
conditioned souls, disciples, in the holy Vrndavana dhama, and thus
gives them the opportunity to re-establish their relationship with the
Supreme Lord, and to move in the holy abode of Vrajabhtimi.

Also, the siksa-guru out of his causeless mercy through instructions
enables the disciples, the other-wise conditioned souls to effectively
travel in the holy land of Vrajabhtimi and gives them the knowledge to
eternally and perfectly serve the lotus feet of Srila Govindadeva.

Our, revered Gurudeva Srila Prabhupada has stated:

“... the guru who first initiates one with the maha-mantra is to be known
as the initiator, and the saints who give instructions for progressive
advancement in Krsna consciousness are called instructing spiritual
masters. The initiating and instructing spiritual masters are equal and
identical manifestations of Krsna, although they have different dealings.
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Their function is to guide the conditioned souls back home, back to
Godhead ...” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.34, purport)

A devotee can have only one initiating spiritual master but can have
unlimited instructing spiritual masters. In this respect Srila Prabhupada
further states:

“A devotee must have only one initiating spiritual master because in the
scriptures acceptance of more than one is always forbidden. There is no
limit, however, to the number of instructing spiritual masters one may
accept. Generally a spiritual master who constantly instructs a disciple
in spiritual science becomes his initiating spiritual master later on.” (Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.35, purport)

Also, Srila Prabhupada, in his purport on Srimad-Bhagavatam states:

“... Actually, Dhruva Maharaja’s mother, Suniti, was his patha-
pradarsaka-guru. Patha-pradarsaka-guru means “the guru, or the spiritual
master, who shows the way.” Such a guru is sometimes called siksa-guru.
Although Narada Muni was his diksa-guru (initiating spiritual master),
Suniti, his mother, was the first who gave him instruction on how to
achieve the favour of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is the
duty of the siksa-guru or diksa-guru to instruct the disciple in the right
way, and it depends on the disciple to execute the process. According to
sastric injunctions, there is no difference between Siksa-guru and diksa-
guru, and generally the Siksa-guru later on becomes the diksa-guru ...”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.12.32 Dhruva vakyana, purport)

When the Spiritual Master can be Rejected

In this context I may quote the opinion of Srimad Sarasvati Gosvami
Prabhupada Maharaja, about who is not eligible to be guru. In his
opinion a person who poses to be a guru but by nature and character
remains as money-minded, desirous of sense enjoyment, attached to
women, pretentious, a servant of the ruling chief of the government,
attached to family, posing as a religious leader, desirous of name, fame
and adoration, and makes a business out of selling mantram, should not
be accepted as a Vaisnava. Rejecting such a bogus guru one should take
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shelter at the lotus feet of a devotee. A bona fide guru is he who is always
fixed at the lotus feet of Krsna and well versed in the science of Krsna
consciousness — krsna-tattva-vetta.

As stated in the Udyoga-parva of the Mahabharata:

guror apy avaliptasya
karyakaryam ajanatah

utpatha-pratipannasya
parityago vidhiyate

“One who is materially very much attached to sense gratification
lacks the conscience and consciousness to determine the right duty,
and being devoid of pure devotion follows the lower path (other than
bhakti), such a person should be rejected, even if in name only he is
guru”. (Mahabharata, Udyoga-parva 179.25, quoted Srimad-Bhagavatam
8.20.1 purport)

Similarly Srila Jiva Gosvami in his Bhakti-sandarbha has said:

paramartho-gurv-dasrayo
vyavaharika-gurv-adi-parityagenapi kartavyah

“Rejecting the so-called worldly minded, useless guru, family priest, one
should take shelter at the lotus feet of a bona fide spiritual master who
can help one advance towards the ultimate goal of life, krsna-prema.”
(Bhakti-sandarbha, anuccheda 210)

On rejecting an unfit spiritual master, our revered Gurudeva Srila
Prabhupada has commented:

“Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura remarks that Bali Maharaja
remained silent at a critical point. How could he disobey the instruction
of Sukracarya, his spiritual master? It is the duty of such a sober
personality as Bali Maharaja to abide by the orders of his spiritual master
immediately, as his spiritual master had advised. However, Bali Maharaja
also considered that Sukracarya was no longer to be accepted as a spiritual
master, for he had deviated from the duty of a spiritual master.

According to sastra, the duty of the guru is to take the disciple back
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home, back to Godhead. If he is unable to do so, and instead hinders
the disciple in going back to Godhead, he should not be a guru. Gurur
na sa syat [Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.5.18], one should not become a guru if
he cannot help his disciple to advance in Krsna consciousness. The goal
of life is to become a devotee of Lord Krsna so that one may be freed
from the bondage of material existence—tyaktva dehar punar janma
naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna [Bhagavad-gita 4.9]. The disciple attains this stage
by developing Krsna consciousness under the guidance and discipline
inflicted by the spiritual master.

Now Sukracarya has advised Bali Maharaja to deny the promise to
Vamanadeva. Under the circumstances, therefore, Bali Maharaja thought
that there would be no fault if he disobeyed the order of his spiritual
master. He deliberated on this point—should he refuse to accept the
advice of his spiritual master, or should he independently do everything
to please the Supreme Personality of Godhead? He took some time.
Therefore it is said, tasnim bhutva ksanam rajann uvacavahito gurum.
After deliberating on this point, he decided that Lord Visnu should be
pleased in all circumstances, even at the risk of ignoring the guru’s advice
to the contrary.

Anyone who is supposed to be a guru but who goes against the principle
of visnu-bhakti cannot be accepted as guru. If one has falsely accepted
such a guru, one should reject him ...” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 8.20.1
purport Bali Maharaja upakhyana)

Similarly, in his purport to Srimad Bhagavad-gita chapter 2, verse 5,
Srila Prabhupada has said, “According to scriptural codes, a teacher who
engages in an abominable action and has lost the sense of discrimination
is fit to be abandoned.”

Concluding Instructions
Now at the concluding part of my brief presentation on guru-tattva, I
would like to quote these pertinent verses from Sri Krsna Bhajanamrta,

by Srila Narahari Sarakara Thakura:

sakala vaisnava eva guravah
tara diksa-guravah
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siksa-gurava eva visesatah santi
etayor eva kim acaraniyam

“All the pure Vaisnavas are gurus because all of them, through
instructions and pure character, generate devotional energy in the heart
of the living entities. Among them the pure Vaisnava, from whom the
proper initiation is taken, is the diksd-guru, and from whom the science
of devotion is learned is the siksa-guru. What kind of conduct should be
shown towards the diksa-guru and siksa-guru?” (Sri Krsna Bhajanamrta,
verses 42-44)

ajia palanam tu tayor eva karyam
yadi tav alpa-balau tathapy anyatra
mahatam mukhat, siksa-visesam jaatvapi gurave deyam
tad eva gurusu pathaniyam na tu gurau hela yatha bhajana-putro
‘rthoparjanam krtva pitari dattva prarthyitva bhufijita
yadi svayam aniya khadati tatah kuputrah papi syat

“It is the duty of the disciple to be obedient to both the diksa-guru and
siksa-guru. If the initiating guru appears to be lacking in spiritual potency
then the disciple may approach a more advanced Vaisnava for spiritual
instruction. The disciple should respect the instructing guru, but while
receiving instruction, he should not neglect his diksa-guru; just as a good
son dutifully brings his earnings to his father and is allocated a certain
amount to spend freely, similarly the good disciple presents all he has
learned to his diksa-guru, who may then confirm what he has understood
and instruct him further on certain points. The bad son who keeps his
earnings for himself is considered useless. Similarly, the bad disciple,
who does not confirm with his spiritual master the instructions he has
received from another, is sinful.” (Sri Krsna Bhajanamrta, verses 45-49)

kintu gadi-gurur asamanjasam
karoti tarhi yuktisiddhyaih

siddhantais tasya rahasi dandah
karaniyo na tu tyajyah

“If the spiritual master commits a wrongful act breaking the Vaisnava
regulative principles or gives instructions which do not correspond to

15



the sastric injunctions, then in that case one should in a solitary place,
chastise him for his rectification by quoting from sadhu, guru and sastra.
If by that the guru accepts this punishment by pleasure and rectifies
himself accordingly, he is not to be abandoned.” (Sri Krsna Bhajanamrta,
verse 59)

guror apy avalistasya
karyakaryam ajanatah
utpatha-pratipannasya
tasya dando vidhiyate
anena sarvam susobhanam iti

“One should not be fearful because one is confronting or challenging his
spiritual master, for it has been prescribed that one must appropriately
discipline even a spiritual master, who is inexperienced or ignorant, who
has deviated from the Krsna conscious path or if he is bewildered by false
pride.”

“These statements of the revealed scriptures are applicable at all time
under all circumstances. This does fairly good to both spiritual masters
as well as to the disciples.” (Sri Krsna Bhajanamrta, verse 60)

svabhava eva vaisnavanam
krsnasraya eva milam
atra tad-guna-gana
yaso-varnana vilasa vinodah
pratyaksena jivanam
sarve tadartham eva guru
mukhad va svabuddhya va
vyavaharantiti kramah

“The natural behaviour of the Vaisnava devotee is to take complete
refuge of Lord Sri Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The
very life of the devotees, Vaisnavas, is singing the glories of Lord Krsna,
describing and expanding the fame of Lord Sri Krsna and discussing the
nectar of His transcendental pastimes. One may take guidance through
the instructions from the Vaisnavas as all Vaisnavas are considered gurus
or one may use one’s own intelligence duly considering the relevant
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instructions from sadhu, sastra and guru. In all cases one should continue
one’s devotional service.” (Sri Krsna Bhajanamrta, verses 62-63)

tatra yadi guru-visa-drusakarisvare
bhrantah krsna-yaso
vilasa vinodam nangikarati
svayam va durabhimani loka-stavaih
krsnatvam prapnoti
tarhi tyajya eva

“However, if the spiritual master acts enviously towards the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, is averse to expanding the fame of Lord Krsna or
if he personally refuses to accept hearing or chanting about the glorious
pastimes of Lord Krsna or if the spiritual master, has become totally
bewildered, listening to the false praises of ignorant persons and day by
day is more materially contaminated and fallen then the spiritual master
is to be abandoned.” (Sri Krsna Bhajanamrta, verse 64)

katham eva gurus tyajya iti na
krsna-bhava-lobhat krsna-praptaye
guror asrayanam krtam tad-anantaram
yadi tasminn eva gurau asura-bhavas tarhi
kim kartavyam
asura gurum tyaktva sri-krsna-bhaktimantam
gurum anyam bhajet

“Under those circumstances one should not doubt, ‘How can I give
up my spiritual master?” With a strong desire for achieving spontaneous
devotional service and attaining the lotus feet of Lord Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, a devotee accepts the shelter of a spiritual
master as the via media to Lord St Krsna. However, after accepting the
responsibility of serving the spiritual master, if that spiritual master
takes on asuric qualities or a demoniac mentality then it is one’s duty to
reject such a demon asura-guru and in his place accept a Krsna conscious
spiritual master and worship him.” (S17 Krsna Bhajanamrta, verse 65)

tasya krsna balad asarasya
guror balam mardniyam iti
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$ri §r1 vaisnavanam bhajana
vicara ya eva tu drsta bahavah

$ri-krsna-caitanyavatare
guru-niriapano siddhantah

By taking shelter of the strength of a pure Krsna conscious spiritual
master’s devotional service, the ill effects or contamination of the
previous demoniac spiritual master is counteracted and destroyed. These
activities are recommended by all Vaisnava authorities as the authorised
conclusion of the sastra. During the pastimes of Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya
Mahaprabhu there have been many practical examples of the above.”
“This concludes the deliberation by sadhu-sastra-guru on the spiritual
master and related matters.” (Sri Krsna Bhajanamrta, verse 66)

With the kind permission of my Godbrothers and Godsisters, I would
like to make this hearty appeal to the grand-disciples of our beloved
spiritual master Srila Prabhupada. By accepting the process of the
gracious and compassionate Prema-Purusottama Sriman Gauranga
Mahaprabhu, there is no reason for the devotees to feel frustrated or
hopeless seeing that their guru has deviated from $astric injunctions of
guruship and the minimum spiritual standard required of one who has
entered the sannydsa-asrama.

Pray to the Supreme Lord

The disciples of such gurus should know for certain that if they pray
very sincerely with devotion to the Supreme Lord, who is in their heart,
He will certainly respond to the prayer of their hearts by helping them to
take shelter of a genuine, bonafide and pure spiritual master (sad-guru),
who can successfully lead them unto the lotus feet of Sri Krsna.

krsna krpate guru mile
guru krpate krsna mile

“One gets a bona fide spiritual master by the grace of Krsna and by the
grace of guru or spiritual master one gets Krsna.”
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Appendix 1

How to Find a Real Sadhu?

Questions and answers with Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja
May 1993 at a Home program in Vancouver, Canada.
(Little or no editing has been done)

Devotee: How does one recognise a sadhu?

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Cry before Krsna. Only He can help you to
find a sadhu. You can’t recognise a sadhu. You have no vision to see the
sadhu. If you try by yourself to recognise sadhu, then you will be cheated.
If you are serious, then cry before Him. “O Krsna! I am Your servant!”

ayi nanda-tanuja kinkaram
patitam mam visame bhavambudhau
krpaya tava pada-pankaja-
sthita-dhuli-sadrsam vicintaya

Mahaprabhu has taught us this. This is crying before Krsna. “O
nanda-tanuja, son of Nanda Maharaja, I am Your kinkara, Your servant.
Somehow or other I am fallen here in this dreadful ocean of material
existence and I have been drowning from time immemorial, but I want
to serve You. How can I serve You? How can I become a speck of dust at
Your lotus feet? Please help me.” Just cry. Without the help of sadhu you
cannot approach Krsna. You can’t utter Krsna’s name. When you cry like
that, Krsna is there in your heart as Paramatma. He will say, “O, now he
is crying for Me.” Then He makes an arrangement.

This is the proper way. If by your own effort you try to recognise a
sadhu, you will be cheated. You can’t see a sadhu. You have no vision
at all. You see only all outward, external things. You can’t see the real
thing. There are many persons who are only outwardly sadhus. You will
be enchanted by their external activities: “O, he is a great sadhu! Yes, he
is producing gold!” You will be cheated.

You can’t get a real sadhu [in this way]. A real sadhu is one who is
competely absorbed in Krsna, day and night, twenty-four hours. He has
obtained Krsna. He is with Krsna. He can give you Krsna. You can’t see
him. You have no vision. Only you can cry for Krsna from the core of
your heart. This is not an external cry. It is internal. Then Krsna, who is
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in your heart, will see that you are crying and he will help you. He will
make arrangement for you to meet such a sadhu. That is the arrangement
of Krsna. When you meet such a person you will feel some spontaneous
attraction from the core of your heart. That attraction is the proof.

Devotee: To meet a sadhu is so rare. How can one get the opportunity?
Srila Gour Govinda Swami: It’s a fact that it is rare, but if you are really
crying for it then Krsna can make an arrangement. It is impossible for
you, but nothing is impossible for Krsna.
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Appendix 11

One Who has Compassion
Can Never Stop
Preaching

Questions & Answers from “A Society without Envy”.
A lecture on Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.8.34 delivered by
His Divine Grace Srila Gour Govinda Swami on 21 February 1995 in Mayapur, India.
(Little or no editing has been done)

Devotee 1: I appreciate very much that you explained to us how Srila
Prabhupada’s purpose is to create a society without envy.

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: That I quoted from Srila Prabhupada’s
purports from Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Devotee 1: We see that amongst devotees that are most advanced, the
principle is trnad api sunicena taror iva sahisnund. It's not an artificial
thing to actually believe...

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Not artificial, baba! How many days can you
act like that before your real svariipa is revealed? How many days can it
go on artificially? However for a Vaisnava it is quite natural.

Devotee 1: My question is, Srila Prabhupada has said that even if one
does not have the practical vision that Krsna is behind, in and connected
to everything, understands this theoretically he is a devotee who is
rightly situated.

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Rightly situated? One who sees theoretically
is rightly situated?

Devotee 1: But if one has theoretical understanding that he has gotten
from the words of the spiritual master, then one is rightly situated. So in
your class you said that only the topmost devotee can be compassionate.
Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, only one who sees Krsna.

Devotee 1: Does that mean no one else can be compassionate?
Srila Gour Govinda Swami: One may be compassionate to fulfill his own
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selfish desires. He may be compassionate to some and not compassionate
to others. He has raga and dvesa, liking and disliking. He is not equal
to one and all. He cannot be. Unless one sees Krsna, how can he be
compassionate? He will see that this is Krsna’s jiva suffering. His heart
bleeds. He cannotsit tight. He will go out and preach Krsna consciousness.
And who preaches? Prana ache yanra, se hetu pracaira — one who has life
preaches! What is life? Jivanam sarva-bhiitesu — Krsna says, “I am the life
in all living entities.” [Bhagavad-gita 7.9] One who sees Krsna everywhere,
who sees Krsna’s jiva suffering because of forgetfulness of Krsna, because
of a lack of Krsna consciousness — he has prana, life. He goes out and
preaches. He is completely surrendered to Krsna. Therefore Krsna came
as Mahaprabhu, as a bhakta—a devotee, to teach devotion and how to
surrender to Krsna. Sikhaya saranagati bhakatera prana, saranagati is the
life of the devotee who is completely surrendered. By such surrender,
Krsna accepts him — krsna tare kore atmasara. Prana ache yara sei hetu
pracara—he has life, therefore he goes out and preaches. Otherwise, who
can preach if there is no life? How can one preach unless one sees Krsna,
sees Krsna’s jiva suffering? He does not want anyone to suffer. Everyone
should be Krsna conscious. Therefore, here Narada Muni says that
everyone should act like this. This is the purpose of Srila Prabhupada
forming the society for Krsna consciousness.

Devotee 2: Maharaja, a madhyama-adhikari has strong faith in the process
of Krsna consciousness but he does not have very extensive knowledge
of the scriptures. How can he preach without that?

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: He should get such knowledge by associating
with an uttama-adhikari. The madhyama-adhikari is very fortunate, maha-
bhagyavan, because he has strong faith in the words of sadhu-sastra-guru
and in Krsna. He puts faith in the words of Krsna and sadhus, those who
are mahdajanas, speak what Krsna has said. Adau sraddha — the first thing
is one’s faith. That is most important.

Devotee 3: If an uttama-adhikari wants to preach, generally he comes
down to the level of madhyama and acts like a madhyama.

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Yes. Otherwise he cannot preach, because
an uttama-adhikari sees moving and nonmoving living entities, but he
never sees the outward forms. He always sees Krsna.
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sthavara-jangama dekhe, na dekhe tara murti
sarvatra haya nija ista-deva-sphurti
(Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya-lila 8.274)

He sees only Krsna. He says, “O, this living entity is Krsna’s devotee,
he is engaged in Krsna’s service.” He never sees the outward form. His
vision is completely different. Therefore he steps down to the madhyama
platform, in order to speak. How can he see that the jiva is suffering from
a lack of Krsna consciousness, from forgetfulness of Krsna? Therefore,
one who preaches, he steps down to madhyama-adhikari, but he’s uttama-
adhikari, otherwise he cannot preach. Those who are uttama-bhagavatas,
cannot preach. He sees only Krsna. Therefore, one who preaches steps
down to the madhyama-adhikari, but he is not a madhyama as described
here, Sastra-yukti nahi jane—who doesn’t know Sastra. The uttama-
adhikari knows $astra. Such an uttama-adhikari who acts as a madhyama-
adhikari is not like the general type of madhyama-adhikari, madhyama-
bhakta. This madhyama-adhikari, he is uttama-adhikari, but he has
stepped down. He knows 3astra and he is very expert in presenting
and quoting sastric evidences, because, tasmac chastram pramanam te
karyakarya-vyavasthitau [Bhagavad-gita 16.24]. This is Sastra-pramana.
What is to be done, karya, and what is not to be done, akarya—how can
we decide? Unless he presents sastra-pramana, how can he decide what
is to be done and what is not to be done? He is not a general, ordinary
madhyama-adhikari. He is uttama in madhyama.

Devotee 3: One who has laukika-sraddha has to act under the guidance
of one who has Sastriya-sraddha?

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Yes. You should have a bona fide vaisnava
guru. You should do bhajana under his expert guidance. You should not
act whimsically. Unless he has guru, how can he preach? Sravana kirtana.
Preaching means kirtana. Unless he has heard from a bona fide guru,
what will he preach? He will say what he has heard. “I have heard this
from authorities, from my guru.” Preaching is another name for sravana,
another name for hearing. “What I've heard I'm repeating.” Therefore,
only one who has heard can preach and do kirtana. Otherwise, who can
do kirtana? One who has not heard, what will he say? Who will care to
hear all those nasty things?

23



Devotee 4: Guru Maharaja, you explained that if you can’t see Krsna you
should preach under the guidance of someone who can.
Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Yes.

Devotee 4: And just simply repeat what you have heard.
Srila Gour Govinda Swami: What you have heard. In that way this will
develop.

Devotee 4: Because that is a form of sravanam.

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, one should hear, first sravana. If you
hear premaiijana will be smeared, and then you can see. Sruteksita-
pathah, sruta — hear, and then see.

Devotee 3: So much preaching is going on and Prabhupada’s books are
there so I am hearing that and I am repeating.

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, repeat but don’t repeat like a parrot. A
parrot is also repeating, there is no effect. You should get life first, and
then preach. Then it will be most effective.

Devotee 3: So Prabhupada would say, “you judge a thing by it’s result.”
Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, by the result

Devotee 3: So if we're repeating what we have heard that means that if
somebody asks us a question while we are preaching and we can’t answer
it that is not ...

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Then when you can’t answer this question
then they will never hear again from you, “He cannot answer my
question”.

Devotee 4: A day when we have no bhagavata-katha we are starving.
Srila Gour Govinda Swami: That is the food for the hungry soul. If you
cannot give food, then how will you get life? Prana ache yanra, se hetu
pracara he has prana, he has life therefore he preaches. If you cannot get
food, how can you get life? You will become skinny, weak, no life.

Devotee 3: Many disciples of Srila Prabhupada were preaching under

the orders of Srila Prabhupada and, seeing the miseries of the people,
were spreading Srila Prabhupada’s teachings. Now many have stopped
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preaching.

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: One who has life and sees Krsna can never
stop preaching. He sees “Krsna’s jiva is suffering.” He will preach in spite
of all obstacles. When Bhaktivinoda Thakura became very old, he had
to lift up his eyelids to see, but even at that age he would say, “I want to
ride on a horse and go out and preach!” One whose heart bleeds, who
has compassion, he says such a thing. It is a question of compassion.
Are you preaching out of compassion? If one is not preaching out of
compassion, he may preach for some days, but then he stops. “I lost all
my enthusiasm.” “O, why did you lose it? You lost Krsna?”
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About the Author

His Divine Grace Srila Gour Govinda Swami appeared in this world on
the 2nd of September 1929, in the village of Jagannatha Pura, in the state
of Orissa, India. Both his mother’s and father’s families were Vaisnavas
for many hundreds of years dating back to the time before Syamananda
Prabhu. His divine appearance in this world is by no means the appear-
ance of any ordinary being. He appeared in this world only to fulfill the
order of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Tattva-vicara

He spent his whole life preaching the “Absolute consideration”—tat-
tva-vicara and uncompromisingly spoke out against apara-vicara—the
apparent consideration. In his own (unedited) words His Divine Grace
said: “...I am stressing on tattva, in all my lectures I stress on it—tattva-
vicara. Do you know the real tattva? You are all after this apparent con-
sideration—mnot tattva-vicara—that mistake is there. You do not know
who you are, who Krsna is, who is guru, who is a sadhu, what is the
relationship, like this—tattvas—you do not know....”

By Krsna’s Arrangement

His Divine Grace Gour Govinda Swami is a disciple of the Founder

Acarya of the International Society for Krsna Consciousness, His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada (1896-1977). By Krsna’s
arrangement, they met in the transcendental land of Vrndavana in 1974.
This transcendental meeting has been so nicely described by Gunanarva
prabhu in “Encountering The Krsnalingita-vigraha” ‘Part One’ which can
only be described as a meeting of two Divine Graces.
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada said of his dis-
ciple Srila Gour Govinda Swami, “...Krsna has sent him...”. “...Gour Go-
vinda Swami is a devotee from birth...” And that,“...O, Gour Govinda
Swami he is so pure...”
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Lord Jagannatha is in Bhubaneswar

Srila Prabhupada had accepted many Western disciples and taught
them the glories of Purusottama-ksetra Jagannatha Purl dhama where
Mahaprabhu performed His pastimes. However, when his disciples went
to visit Jagannatha Puri they were refused entrance to the famous Lord
Jagannatha temple.

Srila Prabhupada said to Gour Govinda Swami, “I will build a temple
in Bhubaneswar similar to the Jagannatha temple in Jagannatha Puri be-
cause my Western disciples are not allowed there. Lord Jagannatha will
come and stay in Bhubaneswar. So all my disciples can go there and have
His darsana”

Srila Prabhupada, who had been donated some land in Bhubaneswar,
instructed Gour Govinda Swami to go there and build the temple.

When Srila Prabhupada went to Bhubaneswar he stayed there for
seventeen days and laid the foundation stone of the then temple-to-be
on the auspicious occasion of Lord Nityananda’s appearance day. This
was Srila Prabhupada’s last founded project.

In 1991, after sixteen years of determined endeavour under the most
extreme austere circumstances, Srila Gour Govinda Swami fulfilled the
instruction of his most beloved spiritual master with the opening of
the magnificent Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama Mandir. Lord Jagannatha came
as Srila Prabhupada prophesied. This temple now attracts thousands of
people to Krsna consciousness.

Acarya-lila

His Divine Grace Gour Govinda Swami spent many years travelling the
world preaching (acarya-lila). His travels took him to Europe, America,
Canada, Africa, Mauritius, Australia, Asia [Malaysia, Singapore, Indone-
sia and Bali] and of course he preached vigorously in the sub-continent
of India, especially in the state of Orissa, where he constructed the glori-
ous temples of Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama, Sri Sri Radha-Gopinatha and Sri
Sri Radha-Gopal Jiu, to name but a few.

His Divine Grace Gour Govinda Swami left many audiences spellbound
by his amazing presentation of the philosophy of Krsna consciousness in
India and the west. He would speak up to four hours at a time on one
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subject, leaving his audience mesmerised. Sometimes he would speak on
one verse of the Srimad-Bhagavatam for seven continous mornings and
evenings. There was no question that he could not answer, and listening
to His Divine Grace on a regular basis would melt even the hardest heart.
His Divine Grace Gour Govinda Swami was an expert in knowledge of
the sastras and he was able to dispell all the doubts of those who came
to him for shelter, spiritual guidance and understanding. He would place
great importance on chanting the holy name offencelessly, encouraging
and inspiring all to achieve the pure state of the chanting of prema-nama,
prema-nama-sankirtana. He would always say, “chant without offence,
chant the pure name, get krsna-prema and get Krsna in this very life!”

One of the main aspects of His Divine Grace’s preaching was to reveal
the inner most secrets of the Puri-Bhubaneswar Dhama, of Lord Jagan-
natha and the reason why Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu stayed in Puri. He
gave the most subtle and lucid understanding of the Lord’s pastimes in
Jagannatha Puri.

Storehouse of Knowledge

His Divine Grace Gour Govinda Swami left this world prematurely (of
his own volition) on February 9th 1996, in Mayapura Dhama, on the
holy appearance day of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhu-
pada. He left behind a veritable storehouse of knowledge of the absolute
truth. Many of his lectures and talks were recorded on audio tape and
video, and are now available on CD, DVD, MP3 and in book form.
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Readers interested in the subject matter of this book are invited to
correspond with the publisher:

Tattva-vicara Publications

Email: tattva-vichar1008@hotmail.com
Web: www.tvpbooks.com
Correspondence: PO. Box 68 Nambour 4560 Qld. Australia.

Fax: 61 (7) 5448 5585
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