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Invocation

Çré Daçävatära-Stotra

Pralaya Payodhi Jäle
From Gétä-govinda by Jayadeva Gosvämé

Text One
pralaya-payodhi-jäle dhåtavän asi vedaà

vihita-vahitra-caritram akhedam
keçava dhåta-ména-çaréra jaya jagadéça hare

“O Keçava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of a fish! All glories to You! You easily acted 
as a boat in the form of a giant fish just to give protection to 
the Vedas, which had become immersed in the turbulent sea 
of devastation.”

Text Two
kñitir iha vipulatare tiñöhati tava påñöhe
dharaëi-dhäraëa-kiëa-cakra-gariñöhe

keçava dhåta-kürma-çaréra jaya jagadéça hare

O Keçava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of a tortoise! All glories to You! In this 
incarnation as a divine tortoise the great Mandara Mountain 
rests upon Your gigantic back as a pivot for churning the 
ocean of milk. From holding up the huge mountain a large 
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scar-like depression is put in Your back, which has become 
most glorious.

Text Three
vasati daçana-çikhare dharaëé tava lagnä

çaçini kalaìka-kaleva nimagnä
keçava dhåta-çükara-rüpa jaya jagadéça hare

O Keçava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of a boar! All glories to You! The earth, 
which had become immersed in the Garbhodaka Ocean at the 
bottom of the universe, sits fixed upon the tip of Your tusk like 
a spot upon the moon.

Text Four
tava kara-kamala-vare nakham adbhuta-çåìgaà

dalita-hiraëyakaçipu-tanu-bhåìgam
keçava dhåta-narahari-rüpa jaya jagadéça hare

“O Keçava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of half-man, half-lion! All glories to You! Just 
as one can easily crush a wasp between one’s fingernails, so in 
the same way the body of the wasp-like demon Hiraëyakaçipu 
has been ripped apart by the wonderful pointed nails on Your 
beautiful lotus hands.”

Text Five
chalayasi vikramaëe balim adbhuta-vämana

pada-nakha-néra-janita-jana-pävana
keçava dhåta-vämana-rüpa jaya jagadéça hare

“O Keçava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of a dwarf-brähmaëa! All glories to You! O 
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wonderful dwarf, by Your massive steps You deceive King Bali, 
and by the Ganges water that has emanated from the nails of 
Your lotus feet, You deliver all living beings within this world.”

Text Six
kñatriya-rudhira-maye jagad-apagata-päpam

snapayasi payasi çamita-bhava-täpam
keçava dhåta-bhågupati-rüpa jaya jagadiça hare

“O Keçava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who 
have assumed the form of Bhågupati [Paraçuräma]! All glories 
to You! At Kurukñetra You bathe the earth in the rivers of 
blood from the bodies of the demoniac kñatriyas that You have 
slained. The sins of the world are washed away by You and 
because of You, people are relieved from the blazing fire of 
material existence.”

Text Seven
vitarasi dikñu raëe dik-pati-kamanéyaà
daça-mukha-mauli-balim ramaëéyam

keçava dhåta-räma-çaréra jaya jagadiça hare

“O Keçava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of Rämacandra! All glories to You! In the 
battle of Laìkä You destroyed the ten-headed demon Rävaëa 
and distributed his heads as a delightful offering to the presiding 
deities of the ten directions, headed by Indra. This action was long 
desired by all of them, who were much harassed by this monster.”

Text Eight
vahasi vapuñi viçade vasanaà jaladäbhaà

hala-hati-bhéti-milita-yamunäbham
keçava dhåta-haladhara-rüpa jaya jagadiça hare
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“O Keçava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who 
have assumed the form of Balaräma, the wielder of the plow! 
All glories to You! On Your brilliant white body You wear 
garments the color of a fresh blue rain cloud. These garments 
are colored like the beautiful dark hue of the River Yamunä, 
who feels great fear due to the striking of Your plowshare.”

Text Nine
nindäsé yajïa-vidher ahaha çruti-jätaà

sadaya-hådaya darçita-paçu-ghätam
keçava dhåta-buddha-çaréra jaya jagadéça hare

“O Keçava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of Buddha! All glories to You! O Buddha 
of compassionate heart, you decry the slaughtering of poor 
animals performed according to the rules of Vedic sacrifice.”

Text Ten
mleccha-nivaha-nidhane kalayasi karavälaà

dhümaketum iva kim api karälam
keçava dhåta-kalki-çaréra jaya jagadéça hare

“O Keçava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of Kalki! All glories to You! You appear like 
a comet and carry a terrifying sword for bringing about the 
annihilation of the wicked barbarian men at the end of the 
Kali-yuga.”

Text Eleven
çré-jayedeva-kaver idam uditam udäraà

çåëu sukha-daà çubha-daà bhava-säram
keçava dhåta-daça-vidha-rüpa jaya jagadéça hare
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“O Keçava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed these ten different forms of incarnation! All glories 
to You! O readers, please hear this hymn of the poet Jayadeva, 
which is most excellent, an awarder of happiness, a bestower of 
auspiciousness, and is the best thing in this dark world.”

jaya nåsiàhadeva!
jaya narahari!

jaya prahläda maharaja! 
bhagavän nåsiàhadeva ki jaya!

bhagavän nåsiàhadeva ki çubha ävirbhäva tithé, ki jaya!
bhakta prahläda ki jaya!

bhakta pravara prahläda mahäräja ki jaya!
samavetä bhakta-vånda ki jaya!
gaura premänande hari haribol

oà ajïäna-timirändhasya
jïänäïjana-çaläkayä

cakñur unmélitaà yena
tasmai çré-gurave namaù

çré-caitanya-mano-’bhéñöaà
sthäpitaà yena bhü-tale

svayaà rüpaù kadä mahyaà
dadäti sva-padäntikam

“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual 
master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer 
my respectful obeisances unto him. When will Çréla Rüpa 
Gosvämé Prabhupäda, who has established within this material 
world the mission to fulfill the desire of Lord Caitanya, give 
me shelter under his lotus feet?”
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vande ‘haà çré-guroù çré-yuta-pada-kamalaà çré-gurün vaiñëaväàç ca
çré-rüpaà sägrajätaà saha-gaëa-raghunäthänvitaà taà sa-jévam
sädvaitaà sävadhütaà parijana-sahitaà kåñëa-caitanya-devaà
çré-rädhä-kåñëa-pädän saha-gaëa-lalitä-çré-viçäkhänvitäàç ca

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my 
spiritual master and unto the feet of all Vaiñëavas. I offer my 
respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé 
along with his elder brother Sanätana Gosvämé, as well as 
Raghunätha Däsa and Raghunätha Bhaööa, Gopäla Bhaööa, 
and Çréla Jéva Gosvämé. I offer my respectful obeisances to 
Lord Kåñëa Caitanya and Lord Nityänanda along with Advaita 
Äcärya, Gadädhara, Çréväsa, and other associates. I offer my 
respectful obeisances to Çrématé Rädhäräëé and Çré Kåñëa 
along with Their associates Çré Lalitä and Viçäkhä.”

he kåñëa karuëä-sindho
déna-bandho jagat-pate

gopeça gopikä-känta
rädhä-känta namo ‘stu te

“O my dear Kåñëa, You are the friend of the distressed and 
the source of creation. You are the master of the gopés and the 
lover of Rädhäräëé. I offer my respectful obeisances unto You.”

tapta-käïcana-gauräìgi
rädhe våndävaneçvari

våñabhänu-sute devi
praëamämi hari-priye

“I offer my respects to Rädhäräëé, whose bodily complexion 
is like molten gold and who is the Queen of Våndävana. You 
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are the daughter of King Våñabhänu, and You are very dear to 
Lord Kåñëa.

väïchä-kalpatarubhyaç ca
kåpä-sindhubhya eva ca

patitänäà pävanebhyo
vaiñëavebhyo namo namaù

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto all the Vaiñëava 
devotees of the Lord. They can fulfill the desires of everyone, 
just like desire trees, and they are full of compassion for the 
fallen souls.”

namo mahä-vadänyäya
kåñëa-prema-pradäya te

kåñëäya kåñëa-caitanya-
nämne gaura-tviñe namaù

“O most munificent incarnation! You are Kåñëa Himself 
appearing as Çré Kåñëa Caitanya Mahäprabhu. You have 
assumed the golden color of Çrématé Rädhäräëé, and You are 
widely distributing pure love of Kåñëa. We offer our respectful 
obeisances unto You. (Caitanya-caritämåta Madhya-lélä 19.54)

çré-kåñëa-caitanya
prabhu-nityänanda

çré-advaita gadädhara
çréväsädi-gaura-bhakta-vånda

“I offer my obeisances to Çré Kåñëa Caitanya, Prabhu 
Nityänanda, Çré Advaita, Gadädhara, Çréväsa and all others in 
the line of devotion.”
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hare kåñëa hare kåñëa
kåñëa kåñëa hare hare

hare räma hare räma
räma räma hare hare

väg-éçä yasya vadane
lakñmér yasya ca vakñasi

yasyäste hådaye saàvit
taà nåñiàham ahaà bhaje

“I worship Lord Nåsiàha, within whose mouth reside the 
great masters of eloquence, upon whose chest resides the 
goddess of fortune, and within whose heart resides the divine 
potency of consciousness.” (Prayer by Çréla Çrédhara Svämé) 

Recite this praëäm-mantra:

Çré Nåsiàha Praëäma

namas te narasiàhäya prahlädähläda-däyine
hiraëyakaçipor vakñaù-çilä-öaìka-nakhälaye

“I offer my obeisances to Lord Narasiàha who gives joy 
to Prahläda Mahäräja and whose nails are like chisels on the 
stonelike chest of the demon Hiraëyakaçipu.”

ito nåsiàhaù parato nåsiàho yato yato yämi tato nåsiàhaù
bahir nåsiàho hådaye nåsiàho nåsiàham ädià çaraëaà prapadye

“Lord Nåsiàha is here and also there. Wherever I go Lord 
Nåsiàha is there. He is in the heart and is outside as well. I 
surrender to Lord Nåsiàha, the origin of all things and the 
supreme refuge.”
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tava kara-kamala-vare nakham adbhuta-çåìgaà
dalita-hiraëyakaçipu-tanu-bhåìgam

keçava dhåta-narahari-rüpa jaya jagadéça hare

“O Keçava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of half-man, half-lion! All glories to You! Just 
as one can easily crush a wasp between one’s fingernails, so in 
the same way the body of the wasp-like demon Hiraëyakaçipu 
has been ripped apart by the wonderful pointed nails on Your 
beautiful lotus hands.”
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väg-éçä yasya vadane
lakñmér yasya ca vakñasi

yasyäste hådaye saàvit
taà nåñiàham ahaà bhaje

“I worship Lord Nåsiàha, within whose mouth reside the 
great masters of eloquence, upon whose chest resides the 
goddess of fortune, and within whose heart resides the divine 
potency of consciousness.” (Prayer by Çréla Çrédhara Svämé) 

jaya çré nåñiàhadeva bhagaväna ki jaya!

avatärä hy asaìkhyeyä
hareù sattva-nidher dvijäù

yathävidäsinaù kulyäù
sarasaù syuù sahasraçaù

“O brähmaëas, the incarnations of the Lord are 
innumerable, like rivulets flowing from inexhaustible 
sources of water.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.3.26)
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matsyäçva-kacchapa-nåsiàha-varäha-haàsa-
räjanya-vipra-vibudheñu kåtävatäraù

tvaà päsi nas tri-bhuvanaà ca yathädhuneça
bhäraà bhuvo hara yadüttama vandanaà te

“O supreme controller, Your Lordship previously accepted 
incarnations as a fish, a horse, a tortoise, Nåñiàhadeva, a 
boar, a swan, Lord Rämacandra, Paraçuräma and, among 
the demigods, Vämanadeva, to protect the entire world by 
Your mercy. Now please protect us again by Your mercy by 
diminishing the disturbances in this world. O Kåñëa, best of 
the Yadus, we respectfully offer our obeisances unto You.” 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam  10.2.40)

This is a prayer offered by the demigods to the Supreme Lord 
in the prison house of Kaàsa when Kåñëa was about to appear 
from the womb of Devaké. “O best of the Yadu dynasty, You 
have appeared in many, many incarnations: Matsya – the fish 
incarnation; Kürma – the tortuse incarnation; Varäha – the boar 
incarnation; Hayagréva – the horse incarnation; Nåsiàha, Haàsa, 
Vämana, Balaräma, Rämacandra, Buddha, Kalki, etc. They are 
all lélä-avatäras. “You assume all these various lélä-avatäras, and 
appear here in this material world to annihilate the demons, those 
who are great burdens on Mother Earth. Thereby You lessen her 
burden. Therefore we all offer our obeisances to You repeatedly.”

The Three Parävastha-Avatäras 

In Laghu-bhägavatämåta [5.16], Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé has said,

parävastha avatära çaò-guëyaà paripüritam
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There are six types of opulence: all wealth, all strength, all fame, 
all beauty, all knowledge, and detachment and renunciation.  In 
the three parävastha-avatäras - Nåsiàha, Rämacandra and Kåñëa 
- these six types of opulence are completely full. Although these 
three are parävastha-avatära, still Kåñëa is Bhagavän. In Laghu-
bhägavatämåta, quoting the statements of Bilvamaìgala, Rüpa 
Gosvämé Prabhu states: 

santv avatärä bahavaù
puçkara-näbhasya sarvato-bhadräù

kåñëäd anyaù ko vä latäsv
api premado bhavati

(Laghu-bhägavatämåta 5.37)

As there are many, many all-auspicious avatäras, still Kåñëa is 
Bhagavän who even gives prema to a creeper. Out of the three 
parävastha-avatäras only Kåñëa gives prema. That is a special 
characteristic of kåñëa-avatära. Räma and Nåsiàha killed many 
demons, but none of them obtained mukti.  They were born again as 
demons or great atheists. However, those who were killed by Kåñëa 
or those who were killed on the battlefield of Kurukñetra; seeing 
Kåñëa, they all obtained mukti. This is the special characteristic 
of Kåñëa, though all three are parävastha-avatära. Kåñëa is very 
beautiful, the source of all beauty. He is mädhuryaka-nilaya, a very 
sweet and magnanimous mürti. He is beautiful and sweet, and 
simultaneously magnanimous. 

Kaàsa Is Known as Bhaya-Avatära

Somehow think of Kåñëa; absorb your mind in Kåñëa. Kåñëa 
is the object of love. If someone develops love for Kåñëa, then 
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he can always think of Him, because He is the only object of 
love, He is the most beloved.  Otherwise how can the stupid mind 
think of someone, unless one is the most beloved? Kåñëa is the 
most beloved, the only object of love, so develop love for Kåñëa 
and then you will think of Kåñëa constantly, day and night, for 24 
hours. Some demons, especially Kaàsa, were very much afraid of 
Kåñëa. Kaàsa was day and night thinking of Kåñëa, but that was 
only because of fear. Therefore Kaàsa is known as bhaya-avatära, 
an incarnation of fear. However, somehow those who thought of 
Kåñëa all obtained mukti-patha.

Hiraëyakaçipu Declared Himself Bhagavän

Nåsiàha avatära comes in Cäkñuña-manvantara after Kürma 
avatära. You will find this in the seventh Canto, Bhägavatam, the 
section of Nåsiàha avatära. We will read from that chapter.

yas tvayä manda-bhägyokto
mad-anyo jagad-éçvaraù

kväsau yadi sa sarvatra
kasmät stambhe na dåçyate

“O most unfortunate Prahläda, you have always described a 
Supreme Being other than me, a Supreme Being who is above 
everything, who is the controller of everyone, and who is all-
pervading. But where is He? If He is everywhere, then why is 
He not present before me in this pillar?” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
7.8.12)

Hiraëyakaçipu the father of Prahläda publicly declared that he 
was Bhagavän. “Who is Bhagavän? I am Bhagavän. Is He Bhagavän 
and better than me?” Prahläda said, “Bhagavän is Bhagavän. No 



D 5  X

Nåsiàha-Caturdaçé

one will be equal to Him, and no one will be greater than Him. He 
is all pervading.” Then he said, “Is He there?” His son Prahläda 
Mahäräja was a Vaiñëava. Hiraëyakaçipu employed Ñaëòa and 
Amarka, two teachers, to teach Prahläda politics, crookedness, 
all nasty things, how to debate and rule. Sama, däna, veda, and 
daëòa-néteù [law and order] are the principles of the ruling class. 
Sometimes they pass by someone and give some charity; thereby 
they bring him under their control. Sometimes they inflict 
some punishment, and subdue. Or sometimes they debate, and 
then two parties fight and the third party is the winning party. 
Sama, däna, veda, daëòa-néteù is politics of a political party. Thus 
Hiraëyakaçipu appointed the two teachers Ñaëòa and Amarka to 
teach this to his son Prahläda Mahäräja, but Prahläda Mahäräja 
was a Vaiñëava from birth. When he was in his mother’s womb 
he had the opportunity to hear from Närada Muni, a sädhu, and 
therefore he was a Vaiñëava from his very birth.

When he was a mere boy he spoke about the Supreme Lord. 
He taught all his classmates, who were demon boys, bhakti. Then 
it was noticed that, “Oh, all demon boys are becoming Viñëu 
bhaktas. This is danger. What is this?” So these two teachers, 
Ñaëòa and Amarka, reported it to Hiraëyakaçipu, otherwise they 
would be beheaded. “We are teaching him, but this boy is not 
accepting our lessons. He is always thinking about Lord Viñëu, 
and by doing this all the demoniac boys are now becoming Viñëu-
bhaktas.” 

Hiraëyakaçipu called his son, allowed him to sit on his lap, 
patted him, and asked, “What have you learned my boy?” When 
Prahläda spoke about Lord Viñëu and Kåñëa, Hiraëyakaçipu 
became very angry, “What is this? Who is that Supreme Lord 
Viñëu? I am the Lord, is He greater than me?” Prahläda replied, 
“The Supreme Lord is supreme, no one is greater than Him and no 
one is equal to Him. He is all-pervading. You’d better surrender 
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unto Him.” Hiraëyakaçipu became even angrier, “What is that? Is 
He greater than me? He is all-pervading? Is He everywhere? Is He 
here in this pillar? 

Let Nåsiàhadeva Appear! 

so ‘haà vikatthamänasya
çiraù käyäd dharämi te

gopäyeta haris tvädya
yas te çaraëam épsitam

“Because you are speaking so much nonsense, I shall now 
sever your head from your body. Now let me see your most 
worshipable God come to protect you. I want to see it.” 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.8.14)

The time of devastation has come. These demoniac persons 
should be destroyed, killed. Definitely! Let Nåsiàhadeva appear 
and kill all these demoniac personalities! Then there will be peace 
in the world; otherwise there will not be peace. This time has 
come. This is Nåsiàhadeva’s mercy. Yes, all the demons should 
be killed now, devastated. Therefore it will rain unexpectedly 
and untimely for a long time. Such is a symptom of devastation. 
All crops will be destroyed, and then there will be no more food 
grains available.

The Lord Can Assume Any Form

satyaà vidhätuà nija-bhåtya-bhäñitaà
vyäptià ca bhüteñv akhileñu cätmanaù
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adåçyatätyadbhuta-rüpam udvahan
stambhe sabhäyäà na mågaà na mänuñam

“To prove that the statement of His servant Prahläda 
Mahäräja was substantial — in other words, to prove that the 
Supreme Lord is present everywhere, even within the pillar 
of an assembly hall — the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Hari, exhibited a wonderful form never before seen. The form 
was neither that of a man nor that of a lion. Thus the Lord 
appeared in His wonderful form in the assembly hall.” (Çrémad-
Bhägavatam 7.8.17)

It was a wonderful form. How can one understand the Supreme 
Lord? He can assume any form, as He likes. His eyes were reddish; 
He was immense, effulgent, with fearful strong teeth, as sharp as a 
razor. His nostrils and mouth appeared as big as mountain caves. 
His body was touching the sky and the hairs on His body were 
as white as the moonshine. His arms were very long, appearing 
like swords of the soldiers. Hiraëyakaçipu thought, “Who is this 
wonderful form? The Lord has appeared to kill me, but who can 
kill me? I am the Lord.” Thinking like that he lifted his club and 
started talking with the Lord. Then there was fierce fighting 
between Hiraëyakaçipu and Nåsiàhadeva.

A Boon in a Roundabout Way

viñvak sphurantaà grahaëäturaà harir
vyälo yathäkhuà kuliçäkñata-tvacam

dväry ürum äpatya dadära lélayä
nakhair yathähià garuòo mahä-viñam
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“As a snake captures a mouse or Garuòa captures a very 
venomous snake, Lord Nåsiàhadeva captured Hiraëyakaçipu, 
who could not be pierced even by the thunderbolt of King 
Indra. As Hiraëyakaçipu moved his limbs here, there and 
all around, very much afflicted at being captured, Lord 
Nåsiàhadeva placed the demon on His lap, supporting him 
with His thighs and in the doorway of the assembly hall the 
Lord very easily tore the demon to pieces with the nails of His 
hand.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.8.29)

Hiraëyakaçipu had received a boon, because he had pleased 
Brahma. When he asked for immortality Lord Brahma said, “I am 
not immortal, I will die.  So how can I grant you this boon?”

Then, finding a way around it, he said, “May I not be killed 
by any demigod, or human being, or by any weapon. I will not be 
killed during the day-time or at night, or in or out-side the room. 
I will not be killed on the land, in water, or in the sky.” Thus, in a 
roundabout way, immortality was granted to him. When Brahma 
granted him this boon Hiraëyakaçipu thought, “Yes, now I am 
immortal!” 

He Appeared in a Wonderful Form

However, what is impossible for the Supreme Lord? So He 
appeared in such a wonderful form. He was neither a human 
being, nor a lion. Wonderful! He killed him with His pointed 
nails, not with any weapon and He put him on His lap, not on 
land, water, or the sky; not inside or outside, but on the threshold. 
He did not kill him during day-time or night-time, but at the 
conjunction of day and night, çilä-öaìka-nakhälaye. When He 
killed him, Nåsiàhadeva’s mane became stained with blood and 
Hiraëyakaçipu’s intestines appeared like a flower garland on the 
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chest of Nåsiàhadeva. It seemed as if a lion had killed an elephant. 
So many of Hiraëyakaçipu’s soldiers came out to fight against the 
Lord, but the Lord, with His sharp nails, tore them apart. 

“Lord Nåsiàhadeva’s mouth and mane were sprinkled with 
drops of blood, and His fierce eyes, full of anger, were impossible 
to look at. Licking the edge of His mouth with His tongue, 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Nåsiàhadeva, decorated 
with a garland of intestines taken from Hiraëyakaçipu’s 
abdomen, resembled a lion that has just killed an elephant.” 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.8.30)

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead, who had many, 
many arms, first uprooted Hiraëyakaçipu’s heart and then 
threw him aside and turned toward the demon’s soldiers. These 
soldiers had come in thousands to fight with Him with raised 
weapons and were very faithful followers of Hiraëyakaçipu, but 
Lord Nåsiàhadeva killed all of them merely with the ends of 
His nails.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.8.31)

“The hair on Nåsiàhadeva’s head shook the clouds and 
scattered them here and there, His glaring eyes stole the 
effulgence of the luminaries in the sky, and His breathing 
agitated the seas and oceans. Because of His roaring, all 
the elephants in the world began to cry in fear.” (Çrémad-
Bhägavatam 7.8.32)

“Airplanes were thrown into outer space and the upper 
planetary system by the hair on Nåsiàhadeva’s head. Because 
of the pressure of the Lord’s lotus feet, the earth appeared to 
slip from its position, and all the hills and mountains sprang 
up due to His intolerable force. Because of the Lord’s bodily 
effulgence, both the sky and all directions diminished in their 
natural illumination.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.8.33)
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 “Manifesting a full effulgence and a fearsome countenance, 
Lord Nåsiàha, being very angry and finding no contestant to 
face His power and opulence, then sat down in the assembly 
hall on the excellent throne of the king. Because of fear and 
obedience, no one could come forward to serve the Lord 
directly.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.8.34)

“Hiraëyakaçipu had been exactly like a fever of meningitis 
in the head of the three worlds. Thus when the wives of the 
demigods in the heavenly planets saw that the great demon had 
been killed by the personal hands of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, their faces blossomed in great joy. The wives of the 
demigods again and again showered flowers from heaven upon 
Lord Nåsiàhadeva like rain.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.8.35)

 “At that time, the airplanes of the demigods, who desired 
to see the activities of the Supreme Lord, Näräyaëa, crowded 
the sky. The demigods began beating drums and kettledrums, 
and upon hearing them the angelic women began to dance, 
while the chiefs of the Gandharvas sang sweetly.” (Çrémad-
Bhägavatam 7.8.36)

“My dear King Yudhiñöhira, the demigods then approached 
the Lord. They were headed by Lord Brahmä, King Indra and 
Lord Çiva and included great saintly persons and the residents 
of Pitåloka, Siddhaloka, Vidyädhara-loka and the planet of 
the snakes. The Manus approached, and so did the chiefs of 
various other planets. The angelic dancers approached, as did 
the Gandharvas, the Cäraëas, the Yakñas, the inhabitants of 
Kinnaraloka, the Vetälas, the inhabitants of Kimpuruña-loka, 
and the personal servants of Viñëu like Sunanda and Kumuda. 
All of them came near the Lord, who glowed with intense 
light. They individually offered their obeisances and prayers, 
their hands folded at their heads.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.8.37-
39)
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“Lord Brahmä prayed: My Lord, You are unlimited, and You 
possess unending potencies. No one can estimate or calculate 
Your prowess and wonderful influence, for Your actions are 
never polluted by the material energy. Through the material 
qualities, You very easily create the universe, maintain it 
and again annihilate it, yet You remain the same, without 
deterioration. I therefore offer my respectful obeisances unto 
You.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.8.40)

Prahläda Received Transcendental Knowledge

Nåsiàhadeva was so angry that no one dared approach Him. 
Even Lakñmédevé could not approach Him. At last Brahmä 
persuaded Prahläda Mahäräja to go and pacify Him. Then 
Prahläda Mahäräja went there fearlessly. All were afraid but 
Prahläda was not at all afraid of the Lord, because he is a dear 
devotee. He fell flat at the lotus feet of Nåsiàhadeva, and then 
Nåsiàhadeva put His lotus-like hand on Prahläda Mahäräja’s 
head. Immediately Prahläda Mahäräja received the mercy of 
transcendental knowledge. Then Prahläda Mahäräja offered 
many prayers. We will read some of those prayers of Prahläda, 
from the seventh canto, ninth chapter of Çrémad-Bhägavatam. 

Prahläda Mahäräja’s Prayers

Prahläda Mahäräja prayed: “How is it possible for me, who 
has been born in a family of asuras, to offer suitable prayers to 
satisfy the Supreme Personality of Godhead? Even until now, 
all the demigods, headed by Lord Brahmä, and all the saintly 
persons could not satisfy the Lord by streams of excellent 
words, although such persons are very qualified, being in the 
mode of goodness. Then what is to be said of me? I am not at 
all qualified.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.9.8)
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Prahläda Mahäräja continued: “One may possess wealth, 
an aristocratic family, beauty, austerity, education, sensory 
expertise, luster, influence, physical strength, diligence, 
intelligence and mystic yogic power, but I think that even 
by all these qualifications one cannot satisfy the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. However, one can satisfy the Lord 
simply by devotional service. Gajendra did this, and thus the 
Lord was satisfied with him.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.9.9)

 “If a brähmaëa has all twelve of the brahminical 
qualifications [as they are stated in the book called Sanat-sujäta] 
but is not a devotee and is averse to the lotus feet of the Lord, 
he is certainly lower than a devotee who is a dog-eater but who 
has dedicated everything—mind, words, activities, wealth and 
life—to the Supreme Lord. Such a devotee is better than such 
a brähmaëa because the devotee can purify his whole family, 
whereas the so-called brähmaëa in a position of false prestige 
cannot purify even himself.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.9.10)

“The Supreme Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
is always fully satisfied in Himself. Therefore when something 
is offered to Him, the offering, by the Lord’s mercy, is for the 
benefit of the devotee, for the Lord does not need service from 
anyone. To give an example, if one’s face is decorated, the 
reflection of one’s face in a mirror is also seen to be decorated.” 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.9.11)

 “Therefore, although I was born in a demoniac family, 
I may without a doubt offer prayers to the Lord with full 
endeavor, as far as my intelligence allows. Anyone who has 
been forced by ignorance to enter the material world may be 
purified of material life if he offers prayers to the Lord and 
hears the Lord’s glories.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.9.12)
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A Bhakta Is Very Dear to Me

Even Lakñmédevé, who is sitting on the chest of the Lord, 
cannot get it. It is very difficult on Her part, but a dear devotee 
of the Lord very easily gets such mercy of the Lord. The Lord 
has equal vision samaù sarveñu bhüteñu [Bg 18.54] – He is equally 
disposed toward every living entity. Na me dveñyo ’sti na priyaù [Bg 
9.29] – “I envy no one, nor am I partial to anyone. I am equal to 
all, but a bhakta is very dear to Me.” Ye bhajanti tu mäà bhaktyä [Bg 
9.29] – “Those who do My bhajana with bhakti, are in Me, I am 
in them.” Though He is impartial, but He is very partial towards 
His devotees.

Offer Nåsiàha-Praëäma to be Free from Fear

These are all prayers by Prahläda Mahäräja and there is one 
specific prayer, 

tad yaccha manyum asuraç ca hatas tvayädya
modeta sädhur api våçcika-sarpa-hatyä

lokäç ca nirvåtim itäù pratiyanti sarve
rüpaà nåsiàha vibhayäya janäù smaranti

“My Lord Nåsiàhadeva, please, therefore, cease Your anger 
now that my father, the great demon Hiraëyakaçipu, has been 
killed. Since even saintly persons take pleasure in the killing 
of a scorpion or a snake all the worlds have achieved great 
satisfaction because of the death of this demon. Now they are 
confident of their happiness, and they will always remember 
Your auspicious incarnation in order to be free from fear.” 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.9.14)
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Scorpions and snakes should be killed. Saintly persons kill 
them and get pleasure. Sadhus never kill other living entities. This 
has been said in this verse. We should always offer this prayer, 
namaste narasiàhäya, to be free from fear. Nåsiàhadeva kills all 
inauspiciousness that comes in the path of devotion, therefore 
we offer Nåsiàha-praëäma. When we start a journey we also offer 
Nåsiàha-praëäma, so that there will be no fear, no obstructions, 
and no fearful conditions. Nåsiàhadeva comes, and kills it. 
Therefore we always offer Nåsiàha-praëäma and it has been said 
in this verse that devotees will always remember You, they will 
offer You prayers and will be free from all types of fear. 

Place Me in Touch with Your Pure Devotee 

tasmäd amüs tanu-bhåtäm aham äçiño ‘jïa
äyuù çriyaà vibhavam aindriyam äviriïcyät

necchämi te vilulitän uruvikrameëa
kälätmanopanaya mäà nija-bhåtya-pärçvam

 “My dear Lord, now I have complete experience 
concerning the worldly opulence, mystic power, longevity and 
other material pleasures enjoyed by all living entities, from 
Lord Brahmä down to the ant. As powerful time, You destroy 
them all. Therefore, because of my experience, I do not wish 
to possess them. My dear Lord, I request You to place me in 
touch with Your pure devotee and let me serve him as a sincere 
servant.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.9.24)

A Vaiñëava Has Love for All Living Entities

When Nåsiàhadeva offered Prahläda mukti, he refused. Why 
he refused is stated in the following prayer, 
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präyeëa deva munayaù sva-vimukti-kämä
maunaà caranti vijane na parärtha-niñöhäù

naitän vihäya kåpaëän vimumukña eko
nänyaà tvad asya çaraëaà bhramato ‘nupaçye

 “My dear Lord Nåsiàhadeva, I see that there are many 
saintly persons indeed, but they are interested only in their own 
deliverance. Not caring for the big cities and towns, they go to 
the Himälayas or the forest to meditate with vows of silence 
[mauna-vrata]. They are not interested in delivering others. As 
for me, however, I do not wish to be liberated alone, leaving 
aside all these poor fools and rascals. I know that without 
Kåñëa consciousness, without taking shelter of Your lotus feet, 
one cannot be happy. Therefore I wish to bring them back to 
shelter at Your lotus feet.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.9.44)

The munis and sages are only interested in their own deliverance. 
They go to the Himälayan Mountains in search of a solitary place 
to do sädhana, and there they undergo so many severe austerities 
and penances. So, who thinks of delivering the living entities, 
the mlecchas and yavanas, those who are in the hellish planets? 
Western countries mean hellish planets. The sädhu thinks of the 
suffering conditioned souls and goes there to preach and inculcate 
Kåñëa consciousness unto those mlecchas, yavanas, and demons. 
Only a Vaiñëava like Prahläda Mahäräja can do this, otherwise 
no one can do it. A Vaiñëava, whose heart is so compassionate 
and so merciful, has love for all living entities, even for the worms 
in stool. He thinks even about their deliverance. 
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I Offer My Respectful Obeisances Unto You

There is another prayer in Çrémad-Bhägavatam,

tat te ‘rhattama namaù stuti-karma-püjäù
karma småtiç caraëayoù çravaëaà kathäyäm

saàsevayä tvayi vineti ñaò-aìgayä kià
bhaktià janaù paramahaàsa-gatau labheta

“Therefore, O Supreme Personality of Godhead, the best of 
all persons to whom prayers are offered, I offer my respectful 
obeisances unto You because without rendering six kinds of 
devotional service unto You — offering prayers, dedicating all 
the results of activities, worshiping You, working on Your behalf, 
always remembering Your lotus feet and hearing about Your glories 
— who can achieve that which is meant for the paramahaàsas?” 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.9.50)

No Better than a Merchant 

Then Prahläda Mahäräja said,
 

nänyathä te ‘khila-guro
ghaöeta karuëätmanaù

yas ta äçiña äçäste
na sa bhåtyaù sa vai vaëik

 “Otherwise, O my Lord, O supreme instructor of the entire 
world, You are so kind to Your devotee that You could not 
induce him to do something unbeneficial for him. On the other 
hand, one who desires some material benefit in exchange for 
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devotional service cannot be Your pure devotee. Indeed, he is 
no better than a merchant who wants profit in exchange for 
service.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.10.4) 

Yes, one who does business with the Lord, is no better than a 
merchant — “I give you this, if you give me that.” 

ahaà tv akämas tvad-bhaktas
tvaà ca svämy anapäçrayaù

nänyathehävayor artho
räja-sevakayor iva

 “O my Lord, I am Your unmotivated servant, and You are 
my eternal master. There is no need of our being anything other 
than master and servant. You are naturally my master, and I 
am naturally Your servant. We have no other relationship.” 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.10.6)

The Only Prayer Everyone Should Offer

yadi däsyasi me kämän
varäàs tvaà varadarñabha

kämänäà hådy asaàrohaà
bhavatas tu våëe varam

 “O my Lord, best of the givers of benediction, if You at all 
want to bestow a desirable benediction upon me, then I pray 
from Your Lordship that within the core of my heart there be 
no material desires.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.10.7)

Offer this prayer, and if the Lord grants this boon then material 
desires will be gone. This is the prayer that all should offer. We 
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have so many lusty desires. Who will root them out? So everyone 
should offer prayers at the lotus feet of the Lord from the core of 
their heart. “If You want to give me a boon, please take away all 
lusty desire so that never at any time, in any condition, under any 
circumstance, material desires will crop up in my heart.” When 
Nåsiàhadeva was ready to give him any boon he desired, Prahläda 
Mahäräja asked for this boon. 

I Wish that He Be Excused 

Then Prahläda offered the following three prayers,  

varaà varaya etat te
varadeçän maheçvara

yad anindat pitä me
tväm avidväàs teja aiçvaram

viddhämarñäçayaù säkñät
sarva-loka-guruà prabhum

bhrätå-heti måñä-dåñöis
tvad-bhakte mayi cäghavän

tasmät pitä me püyeta
durantäd dustaräd aghät

pütas te ‘päìga-saàdåñöas
tadä kåpaëa-vatsala

Prahläda Mahäräja said: O Supreme Lord, because You 
are so merciful to the fallen souls, I ask You for only one 
benediction. I know that my father, at the time of his death, 
had already been purified by Your glance upon him, but because 
of his ignorance of Your beautiful power and supremacy, he 
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was unnecessarily angry at You, falsely thinking that You 
were the killer of his brother. Thus he directly blasphemed 
Your Lordship, the spiritual master of all living beings, and 
committed heavily sinful activities directed against me, Your 
devotee. I wish that he be excused for these sinful activities. 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.10.15-17)

What a Vaiñëava in the Family Can Do

Prahläda prays for his father, therefore his father was excused. 
Then what did the Lord say? 

triù-saptabhiù pitä pütaù
pitåbhiù saha te ’nagha

yat sädho ’sya kule jäto
bhavän vai kula-pävanaù

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: “My dear 
Prahläda, O most pure, O great saintly person, your father 
has been purified, along with twenty-one forefathers in your 
family. Because you were born in this family, the entire dynasty 
has been purified.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.10.18)

If a Vaiñëava like Prahläda Mahäräja takes birth in some family, 
twenty-one generations will be delivered. If a son becomes a 
Vaiñëava, what he can do! If you want a son, then procreate a son 
like Prahläda. Otherwise why will you procreate a child? The hogs 
procreate hundreds of children, and all eat stool. It is nonsense. 
If you want to have a son, procreate a son like Prahläda, then 
his father is glorified, his mother is glorified. He is a real father 
and she is a real mother. Otherwise they are not a real father and 
mother; rather they are hog and she-hog, only engaged in sexual 
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enjoyment, nothing else. Then you are procreating all nasty 
bastard children, hog-like children who eat stool. Why would you 
produce such children? There is no need of producing children. If 
you want to marry, then marry and produce a Vaiñëava son like 
Prahläda. Then the father and mother will be glorified. Otherwise 
it is condemned. 

These are some of the many prayers of Prahläda Mahäräja. We 
should offer such prayers to the Supreme Lord. Especially on this 
auspicious day we should offer these prayers to Jagannätha, who 
has assumed the Nåsiàha form: “Please give me this boon, on this 
auspicious day of Your appearance, that no material desire, lusty 
desire will arise in my heart. Please take out these lusty desires 
from me.”

Observe it by Fasting and Offering Prayers 

vaiçäkhasya caturdaçyäà-çukläyäà çré nåkesaré-
jatas tad asyam tatpüjot-çavam kurvéta savrataà

This is in Hari-bhakti-viläsa, Sanätana Gosvämé is quoting from 
the Padma Puräëa. 

This is the tithi, day, today, in the month of Vaiçäkha. This is 
the 14th day of the bright fortnight, on this auspicious day, tithi 
Nåsiàha-deva appears. Therefore, on this auspicious tithi all the 
devotees observe it by fasting and offering prayers to Nåsiàhadeva. 

Worship of His Devotee Is Superior 

prahläda-kleça näçäyaya hi puëya caturdaçé
püjäyet tatra yatnena hareù prahlädam agrataù
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On this tithi, this day, before offering worship to Nåsiàhadeva, 
you should first offer worship to Prahläda Mahäräja, His dear 
devotee. His devotee should be worshipped first. Worship of His 
devotee is superior to the direct worship of the Lord. The Lord 
appeared in order to protect His dear devotee from the persecution 
of his demoniac father Hiraëyakaçipu. So first of all we should 
offer worship to Prahläda, then we offer worship to Nåsiàhadeva. 
This is the process. 

It is required that you fast on this day. This is the vrata — 
fasting. You may take a little prasädam, anukalpa, as on ekädaçé. 

The Results of Observing Nåsiàha-Caturdaçé-Vrata

In the Nåsiàha Puräëa is mentioned that Prahläda Mahäräja 
asked Nåsiàhadeva how he could develop bhakti towards Him. 
In answer Nåsiàhadeva said: “In ancient days, in Avanté, there 
was a brähmaëa named Vasu Sharma, a paëòit. He knew Veda 
very well. He had a devoted and chaste wife named Sushila who 
was endowed with all good qualities. She was celebrated for 
her devotion towards her husband. Vasu Sharma and Sushila 
gave birth to five sons. Four sons were naturally well behaved, 
learned, and obedient to their father, but the youngest son named 
Vasudeva, was an exception.” Nåsiàhadeva pointed to Prahläda, 
“Your name was Vasudeva. You had a bad character and were 
addicted to associating with prostitutes. One day you quarreled 
and fought with a prostitute. That night both of you fasted because 
of this quarrelling and fighting. Fortunately, the day that you both 
fasted was My appearance day. Therefore both of you received the 
auspicious result of fasting on My appearance day.” Therefore we 
should fast today. “You were born as the son of Hiraëyakaçipu, 
my dear devotee Prahläda, and that prostitute took birth as a 
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heavenly prostitute, an apsarä, an angel in a heavenly planet, 
and she obtained so much material enjoyment there. After that 
she became My devotee, and now, you are a very dear devotee of 
Mine also, though born in a demoniac family. Observing My vrata, 
Brahmä is endowed with creative potency. Brahmä observes this 
vrata, nåsiàha-caturdaçé-vrata, and Çiva also observes this vrata, 
nåsiàha-caturdaçé-vrata. Observing this vrata, on My appearance 
day, Çivajé obtained such strength and potency that he was able 
to kill the demon Tripuräsura. Those who observe My vrata on 
My appearance day, whatever desire they have, they offer to Me, 
I immediately grant it to them.”

Never Let Material Desires Arise in My Heart

Nåsiàhadeva is very merciful today, so offer this prayer: “Please 
give me this boon, O all-merciful Nåsiàhadeva, on this auspicious 
day of Your appearance, that not at any time, in any condition, 
under any circumstance will material desires arise in my heart. 
Please grant me this boon. I ask only for this boon. As I develop 
pure devotion towards You, please grant me this.” This is the only 
prayer you offer. All of you should offer this prayer. So many lusty 
desires you have. Nåsiàhadeva is very merciful today so He will 
definitely grant that boon to you. The Lord is unlimited and His 
kathä is unlimited. I hope all of you develop pure devotion to the 
Lord, and let all obstacles and inauspiciousness on the path of 
devotion be annihilated by Lord Nåsiàhadeva.

Bhagavän Nåsiàhadeva ki jaya!
Bhakta Prahläda Mahäräja ki jaya! 
Gaura-premänande hari haribol!
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The Special Characteristic of 
Lord Nåsiàhadeva

Devotee 1: Gurudeva, in the Caitanya-caritämåta there is the 
pastime of cleansing the Guëòicä-mandira, and that has an 
analogy of cleansing the heart. So, is there an analogy of the 
pastimes of Nåsiàhadeva killing Hiraëyakaçipu, for the sädhaka?
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Yes. Killing Hiraëyakaçipu means 
killing demoniac attitude. Yes, that is the analogy. 

Devotee 1: All the avatäras are within Kåñëa, so what is the need 
for a separate meditation on the form of Nåsiàhadeva?
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Because the Nåsiàha form 
specifically kills all demoniac attitudes. Therefore, specifically we 
offer praëäma to Nåsiàhadeva. Because we have so many lusty 
desires. We are not devotees at all; we really are demons. So 
let Him kill all demoniac attitudes in us. The material world is 
full of demons, so that means there is much envy here. Demons 
are envious. Devotees are not envious at all. Nåsiàhadeva will 
kill all these things and make your path of devotion free from 
all inauspiciousness, free from obstacles, free from all these 
hindrances.  He will make it clear, and then you can very easily 
tread this path. This is the special characteristic of Nåsiàhadeva. 
Therefore we offer prayers to Him. 

Lord Nåsiàhadeva Is Kalpa-Avatära

Devotee 2:  Gurudeva, in today’s class it has been told that Lord 
Nåsiàhadeva first killed the ädidaitya Hiraëyakaçipu. While 
preaching to Prahläda Mahäräja, Lord Nåsiàhadeva first stated 
that in his previous birth, though unconsciously, he remained 
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fasting while quarrelling with the prostitute, because that is the 
auspicious appearance day of Lord Nåsiàhadeva. 
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: It was a strange coincidence.

Devotee 2:  Yes, a strange coincidence, Gurudeva, and that is 
why he got the benefit and was born as Prahläda Mahäräja. So 
does that mean that Lord Nåsiàhadeva had appeared before also?
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, He is kalpa-avatära, in every 
kalpa He comes.

Devotee 2:  Then, when Hiraëyakaçipu was called ädidaitya, what 
are the léläs of Lord Nåsiàhadeva when He appeared before this?
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Because in all kalpas the Lord 
manifests this lélä. As the two demons, Jaya and Vijaya come and 
the Lord appears to kill them. It is in all kalpas, not only in one 
kalpa.

There is also another point. In the lélä of Nåsiàhadeva, Prahläda 
Mahäräja is His eternal associate. How is it possible that he was 
born as the youngest son of Vasu Sharma who was addicted to a 
prostitute, but he became Prahläda, who is an eternal associate? 
This is a most important question. When this lélä comes to any 
universe, Prahläda is there, His eternal associate who takes part in 
His lélä. Otherwise how will the lélä manifest without His devotee? 
Prahläda comes as His eternal associate. What is this? This is 
a most important question and no one is thinking of this. It is 
mentioned in the Nåsiàha Puräëa, where Nåsiàhadeva told this, 
“You are this and that and did this and that, but what did you get? 
You developed bhakti so you were born as My devotee as the son of 
Hiraëyakaçipu.” That is a fact. This son of Vasu Sharma entered 
into the body of eternal Prahläda. Because he fasted and did vrata 
palana, observance of vrata, though unconsciously he did it, by a 
strange coincidence . . . 
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Devotee 2: Also, Prahläda Mahäräja was existing in that body.
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Prahläda Mahäräja is an eternal 
associate. 

Devotee 2:  So Prahläda Mahäräja entered that body?
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, entered. That happens. 
Therefore Räya Rämänanda came — three are there in him, not 
one — Viçäkha Sakhé, Arjuniyä Sakhé, and Arjuna. Three are 
there. 

Devotee 1:  How is that possible?
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, bäbä. There is nothing impossible 
for the Lord. He can do and undo things. You cannot conceive of 
it, therefore it is inconceivable. How can you conceive of it?

Devotee 3:  How often does Lord Nåsiàhadeva appear.
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Once in a kalpa.

Devotee 3:  Once every kalpa?
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, every kalpa. 

Devotee 3:  It doesn’t seem like it would happen in every kalpa 
considering the reason He appears?
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Yes! He is kalpa-avatära.

Devotee 4:  So every kalpa Hiraëyakaçipu becomes. . .
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Yes.

Devotee 3:  What about Jaya and Vijaya, are they descending 
every kalpa in this way?
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, because how will Lord Räma 
appear? So in one kalpa, in one Treta the Lord may appear, so 
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räma-lélä will appear, so nåsiàha-lélä will also appear. He is kalpa-
avatära, in every kalpa He comes.

Devotee 3:  It is inconceivable how . . .
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, it is all inconceivable, we cannot 
conceive of it with a material mind. How can you conceive of it? 
The Lord’s lélä is inconceivable.

Devotee 4:  Does that mean the four Kumäras go to Vaikuëöha 
every kalpa, and first Jaya and Vijaya, every kalpa they are going?
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, yes, every kalpa. He is kalpa-
avatära. Nåsiàhadeva is kalpa-avatära like Räma, so these 
are ñaò-guëa-parävastha-avatäras, Räma, Nåsiàha. In Laghu-
bhägavatämåta, Rüpa Gosvämé has mentioned this. I quoted it. 
Yes, they are kalpa-avatära.

Devotee 1: How is it that in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam, in the 
stories, the different names of the personalities like Prahläda, 
Hiraëyakaçipu, the names have a meaning that fit the story. How 
is that? Like Hiraëyakaçipu, demoniac qualities, soft bed, gold.
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami:  Hiraëya and kaçipu; hiraëya means 
gold; kaçipu means soft bed. Yes. That means he wants to enjoy 
everything here. He thinks he is the enjoyer. Kåñëa is the only 
enjoyer. He says, “I am Bhagavän. Who is your Bhagavän?” The 
name is Hiraëyakaçipu.

Devotee 1: And Prahläda, what does that mean?
Çréla Gour Govinda Swami: Prahläda, ahläda means gives pleasure 
to the Lord, that is ahläda, prahlädähläda-däyine.





O ffer this prayer, and if the Lord grants this boon then 
material desires will be gone. This is the prayer that 
all should offer. We have so many lusty desires. Who 

will root them out? So everyone should offer prayers at the lo-
tus feet of the Lord from the core of their heart. “If You want 
to give me a boon, please take away all lusty desire 
so that never at any time, in any condition, 
under any circumstance, material de-
sires will crop up in my heart .” 
When Nåsiàhadeva 
was ready to give 
him any boon 
he desired, 
P r a h l ä d a 
M a h ä r ä j a 
a s k e d 
for this 
boon.
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